
HB 1012 - DIGEST

(SUBSTITUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Provides that a person or entity that is not an authorized
user shall not, with actual knowledge, with conscious avoidance of
actual knowledge, or willfully, cause computer software to be
copied onto the computer of a consumer in this state and use the
software to do any of the following:  (1) Modify, through
intentionally deceptive means, any of the following settings
related to the computer's access to, or use of, the internet:  (a)
The page that appears when an authorized user launches an internet
browser or similar software program used to access and navigate the
internet; (b) the default provider or web proxy the authorized user
uses to access or search the internet; and (c) the authorized
user's list of bookmarks used to access web pages;

(2) Collect, through intentionally deceptive means, personally
identifiable information that meets any of the designated criteria;

(3) Prevent, without the authorization of an authorized user,
through intentionally deceptive means, an authorized user's
reasonable efforts to block the installation of, or to disable,
software by causing software that the authorized user has properly
removed or disabled to automatically reinstall or reactivate on the
computer without the authorization of an authorized user;

(4) Intentionally misrepresent that software will be
uninstalled or disabled by an authorized user's action, with
knowledge that the software will not be uninstalled or disabled;
and

(5) Through intentionally deceptive means, remove, disable, or
render inoperative security, antispyware, or antivirus software
installed on the computer.

Declares an intent that this act is a matter of statewide
concern.  This act supersedes and preempts all rules, regulations,
codes, ordinances, and other laws adopted by a city, county, city
and county, municipality, or local agency regarding spyware and
notices to consumers from computer software providers regarding
information collection.

Finds that the practices covered by this act are matters
vitally affecting the public interest for the purpose of applying
the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW.  A violation of
this act is not reasonable in relation to the development and
preservation of business and is an unfair or deceptive act in trade
or commerce and an unfair method of competition for the purpose of
applying the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW.
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